MA DG Working Group
Compliance with DPU Order 11-75-E (3-13-13)

Facilitator: Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd.
March 29 and April 2 (amended)
Conference Call (866) 576-7975, Code: 175495
Draft Meeting Summary
March 29: 8:30-10:30

Attendees: Danielle, Kevin (AG), Bill, Mike B., Tim, Rebecca, Bob, Mike (Borego), Mike (Spire), Dan, Joe, Liana (Grid), John, Steve, Mike (Stone), Gerry, Robert, Henrietta
8:30
Introduction and Agenda Review 
8:40
April 12 Tariff Compliance Issues
· Pre-Application Reports for Projects Under 500 KW (Page 7, footnote 9)

· All OK w/redline

· Network Interconnection and Interval Meter Data (Page 10, footnote 12)

· Utilities explained that 3 months of metering over max of 9 months would capture spring or fall minimum load period and were comfortable not having to measure both

· All OK w/redline

· Cost Allocation of New Projects in 5 Year Window (Page 19, footnote 
20)

All OK w/redline

· Network screens ( i.e., <15 KW and 1/15 load)
· All agreed to explain in cover letter to tariff compliance filing, unless utilities determine need to file something on this within 20 day period from order
· Danielle will check w/Fran about City of Boston

9:30
Enforcement Mechanism Recommendation (due by October 1, 2013)

· Intent of DPU Order

· Range of opinion—
· SQM not way to go so WG should come up w/something better; 
· WG did a good job on consensus building so want to see what WG could do on this with more time; 
· DPU misunderstood what we said and thought we promised to put together a proposal during the transition period;
·  Bought AG argument that no SQM for one customer class (but why then including DG in SQM docket); 

· Strategy/Timeline 

· Could develop stand alone SQM like metric for DG—but may not be interested in having it integrated into other SQM process
· DPU mentions incentives several times which isn’t part of SQM

· SQM docket could take in excess of a year

· Discuss penalties and incentives
· Would need to figure out how to fund any incentives and where penalties go
· Start in April 17th meeting

· Background Information gathering for April 17th
· Other state DG penalty/incentives—Henrietta/IREC

· MA EE Shareholder Incentives—Carol White, GRID

· Customer Class Issue—AG?
· Inclusion of AG and other parties?

· Invite AG to participate—AG on call and accepted
· Should DPU Participate (in this and other DG issues)
· DOER asked DPU to consider participating; Jonathan reported that Mike Wallerstein called him to get feedback from him and Members on whether and when this would be appropriate

· Not have them participate in anything disqualify them from hearing/working on case
· May be better on things like group study, and more difficult on things like enforcement

· Agreed to continue discussion on April 17th

9:50
Minimum Load Penetration Screen Evaluation/Recommendation—(due by 2/28/2014)

· Strategy/Timeline 

· Email from Chair of TSRG on website; contacting utilities in other states to collect data;  get all information by October 1; analyze data; will call special meeting late November/early December; regular meeting will be in September will just have update on this issue
· Top p.35 in Order—Refer to which utilities?  MA utilities.

10:10
Other Timeline Issues
· Stale Project Withdrawal Process---

· Utilities haven’t discussed yet release date of kick-off letter.  May need to modify letter since didn’t get exact language in the order.  Do it after tariff approved by DPU. 
· Utility Annual April 1 Reports—Start 2013 or 2014?
· Was intention to report on new timelines or old timelines? difference of interpretation--no agreement on call

· Put on agenda for 4/17
· Monthly Data Reporting to DOER

· Most additional data relatively straight-forward, but struggling with how to develop workable clock stoppage mechanism
· DOER asked exactly what utilities intended to file in next monthly filing
· DOER wants to know what’s the timeline for each utility for full monthly filing—(Report implies by May—p.33)

· Utilities will come in on 4/17 meeting w/updated workplan/timeline to put in place full monthly data reporting to DOER 
Note: Following agenda items plus 2 above discussed in subsequent call on April 2 from 1-2):
Phone Participants: Dan, Mike, Joe (CLC), Kevin, Henrietta, Danielle, Cindy, Erica, Gerry, Liana, Kevin Kelly, Tim, Elizabeth (DOER), Joe (NSTAR), Mike
· Transition WG Agenda Items (Group Studies, Central Administrator, etc.)
· Utility Letter to DPU on Central Administrator
· Danielle summarized letter to DPU—finish getting monthly reporting up to speed, then evaluate the central administrator with other WG members, and file w/DPU progress report 9/1.  DOER still needs to talk to mgt. about the delay and timeframe—concerned about 9/1 deadline and whether need to know the answer for this to figure out enforcement.  Put on agenda for 17th.
· Dan’s ISA signing Issue
· DPU accepted our recommendation developer can sign ISA at end of Impact Study—DPU asks is order if project is then ready for net metering assurance at that point?  Propose WG sends comment to DPU—significant uncertainty resolve thru Impact Study—and should be eligible for assurances.  Dan will take lead drafting (and coordinating w/DG community), and send to Danielle to coordinate w/utilities.  DOER may need to abstain.  Try to get agreement ahead of 17th, otherwise do final review there.  
· DPU attending DG WG meetings
· Open docket—hesitant about DPU staff helping scope stuff that they will be reviewing, worried about may have to recuse themselves

· Also, some concerns that may be chilling effect

· If DPU staff don’t come—could file motions for clarification (not clear what can do after DPU 20 day deadline)
· Some want more involvement from DPU staff—should we leave to their judgment—but aware ex parte--
10:30
Adjourn   
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